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makes his offering, and touches the ropes as a sfgnal for
hundreds of coolies, who, hold their land rent free for
this service, aided by the voluntary effort of thousands
of pilgrims, set the ponderous cars in motion.

They are dragged to a suite of temples about two
miles distant. The journey occupies four days ; and on
their arrival the image of Lakshmi is taken from the
Puri temple to see her lord. After remaining here four
or five days, the cars are brought back, and on their
arrival, Lakshmi, as a faithful wife, is waiting in a.
pavilion to welcome her husband home.

Much speculation has arisen as to the origin of this;
festival. In all probability it is a continuation of a
Buddhist festival to celebrate the birth of that saint.
There is evidence to show that it was common for
images of Buddha to be dragged through the streets in
this manner; whilst there is nothing in the older Hindu
books, nor any tradition of this practice being common
among the Hindus, The reasons for believing that it
is of Buddhistic origin are the following: Puri was one
of the chief centres of Buddhism ; the images of Jagan-
natha and his companions are modifications of Buddhist
emblems ; the existence of a relic in the idol is almost
peculiar to this temple ; caste differences are obliterated
at Purl; Jagannatha takes the place of Buddha in the .
representations of Vishnu's incarnations, although, ac- i
cording to the Vishnu Purana, he was an incarnation of
Vishnu for the purpose of deceiving mankind ; and at
this season of the year a car festival was common
amongst the Buddhists in honour of Buddha's birthday.

Sayana Ekadasi. This day is observed with feastingr
and rejoicing, and at night the three deities, represented
by small gold idols/are put to bed for four months*
Some say it is to represent Vishnu's descent to Patala ;